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        It is the aim of St. Davog’s P.S. to maintain and further develop good relationships and communication with our parents and to inform them regarding the progress of their child.

Why is Homework important ?

Homework provides parents with an insight into the type of work going on in school. It provides communication between school and home,  not only  reinforcing work covered in the classroom but giving  the children the opportunity to further practice and develop skills and knowledge at home.

· Homework is given to all classes, but the form and nature of the work given will be dependent on age and ability of the child and on the activity being taught in the class.

· Homework should be completed in a quiet environment where there is no food/drink and spelling tests, written homework and reading record books should be signed by an adult.

· Parents should not correct the work as the errors help the teachers to assess the child and plan for the work ahead. 

· Years 1-5 will receive homework from Mon-Thurs with each child expected to hear/read a library book over the weekend.

· In Year 6, Homework may be set on Friday depending on the nature of the work being carried out.

· Homework will normally be set Mon-Fri for Transfer pupils. After the Transfer this will be reduced to Mon-Thurs with the pupil expected to read a library book over the weekend.

What if my child is absent?

If your child has been absent for a length of time then it is the policy to send some work home to be completed within a specified time eg: by the end of the week, so that they do not have to move out of their work groups. If you do not want your child to complete the extra work then send back the work with a note of explanation. 

The length of time it should take to complete homework is as follows:

	Year 
	
	Length of time 
	Homework



	Year 1
	
	15 minutes 
	 Oral or practical tasks linked to school work.

	Year 2 
	
	15 minutes 
	Reading, words, with an English or maths oral ,written or practical  activity on alternate days.

	Year 3
	
	25 minutes 
	Reading, words, spellings , mental maths with written work on alternate nights.

	Year 4 
	
	30 minutes 
	Reading, words, spellings, mental maths with written work on alternate nights.

	Year 5
	
	35 minutes 
	Reading , spellings , tables with English and maths written work daily.

	Year 6 
	
	45 minutes 
	Reading, Spellings, tables, English and maths daily with learning work.

	Year 7 
	
	45mins- 1 hour 
	Reading, spellings, tables, English and maths daily with learning work.


The times above include time for mental maths, reading times, time to write out spellings and to learn as necessary.  If you find that your child is consistently taking longer than the recommended time, please contact their class teacher as soon as possible so that the matter may be addressed.

Homework is marked by the teacher on a daily basis.

We actively encourage parental support and co-operation ensuring that homework tasks are completed each night.  To this end we ask that parents/adults sign the reading and homework daily as well as the weekly spelling tests and encourage your child to learn their spellings and practice their mental maths.

This policy will be reviewed annually

Parental agreement slip

I have read and understand the terms set out in the St Davog’s homework policy and agree to support my child/ren with their homework every night.

  Signed _______________________       Date   ___________

