STEELSTOWN VOLUNTARY MAINTAINED PRIMARY SCHOOL

Homework Policy
It is the policy of this school to give homework.  We as a staff believe that homework:

· is an important extension of classwork

· reinforces children’s learning

· encourages independent learning

· fosters self-discipline

· provides children with opportunities to revise and consolidate their learning

· provides opportunities for children to develop research and study skills

· establishes a link between home and school and enables parents to become involved in their child’s education

· makes parents more aware of their child’s ability and achievements

· fosters good communication between teachers and parents and keeps parents informed of (i) the progress of their child (ii) the content of classwork

When setting homework teachers will give considerations to:

1) the relevance of the homework to classroom learning

2) the individual interests and abilities of the pupil

3) the facilities and resources available to pupils out of school

4) the special difficulties which confront some children

Homework activities will include reading, writing, rote learning (e.g. tables, spellings, prayers, poems, rhymes) investigative work and research e.g. questionnaires, interviews, gathering data, collecting materials for use in class.

Staff believe that reading is an essential part of homework and parents are encouraged from year 1 to read regularly with and to their children using a variety of sources e.g. class reading book, library book, newspapers, comics etc.
The length of time spent on homework will depend on the nature of the task set.  However, staff have agreed to the following guidelines to ensure consistency within year groups.  Please note that all times are approximate.

Key Stage 1 – Yr 1 – 4

In Key Stage 1 homework tasks will focus mainly on Reading, Maths and written English.


Year 1

10 -15 mins – mostly reading, some Maths and English.  The 




emphasis in the first term will be on language development




(oral work only).  After Christmas, written work will be included


Year 2

15 mins – Reading every night. English and Maths on alternate 




nights. 


Year 3

30 mins (max) Reading, English and Maths on alternate nights


including spellings from Halloween.


Year 4

30 mins – Reading, Spelling and Mental Arithmetic.  Written


exercises in English and Maths on alternate nights.

Key Stage 2 – Yr 5 – Yr7

In Key Stage 2 homework will be selected from a number of areas e.g. Reading, Spelling, Tables, Science, English, Maths etc.  However not all areas will be give for homework on any single night.

Year 5
30 – 45.  Reading, Spelling, Tables,  English, Maths

independent reading, words and meanings

Year 6 Up to 1 hour – Reading, English, Maths,  Spellings, Tables, Research
Year 7 1 - 1½ hours – English, Maths, Independent Reading, Spellings, Tables, 


Research.

Pupils in Year 3 – Year 7 will be provided with a homework diary.  Parents should ensure that the homework given is completed and sign the diary and/or the child’s work.

Parents should be aware of how long it takes the child to complete the homework.  The class teacher should be informed if the child is exceeding the recommended time or having difficulty with the tasks given.  A note should be sent to the class teacher if the child for any reason has been unable to do the homework.  Where there are persistent problems with homework the parent is encouraged to contact the class teacher.
Written homework will normally be set from Monday to Thursday.  Children in Year 6

And Year 7 may be expected to do homework at weekends.  Pupils are encouraged to read independently or with their parents every night.

Teachers will mark and sign the children’s homework on a regular basis and will take note of incomplete or inadequate work presented.  Parents and teachers should be informed of any difficulties that the child may be encountering through the use of the homework diary or a written comment on the child’s work.

It is important that, as far as possible, children work independently.  Parents should be supportive and encouraging while assisting children with homework.  They should encourage neatness, good presentation and speed in completing tasks.  Parents should liaise regularly with the class teacher to ensure that the homework set is appropriate, manageable and is benefiting the child’s learning.
