STEELSTOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL - NURSERY UNIT

General Information

Steelstown Nursery Unit is a purpose built self-contained unit located within the grounds of Steelstown Primary School.  The unit consists of a bright and attractive playroom, quiet area/staffroom, utility room, children’s toilets with facilities for disabled children and an enclosed outdoor play area.

It caters for 26 children on a full-time basis and is staffed by a fully qualified Nursery Teacher and Nursery Assistant.  The children experience learning through a well-planned pre-school programme, in a loving, caring secure, educational environment that promotes the growth of the whole child appropriate to his/her stage of development.

The Nursery staff aim to foster strong links with parents who are welcome at all times.
Admissions Criteria

Children who are not normally resident in Northern Ireland at the time of proposed admission will not be considered for places until all children who live in Northern Ireland have been considered.  The Board of Governors have determined that, in the event of there being more applicants than places available, the following criteria will be applied, in the order set down, to select children for the available places.

1.
Children born between 2 July 2005 and 31 August 2005 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support-based Jobseeker’s Allowance who reside in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.
2.
Children born between 2 July 2005 and 31 August 2005 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance.

3.
Children born between 1 September 2005 and 1 July 2006 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance who reside in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.

4.
Children born between 1 September 2005 and 1 July 2006 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance.

5.
Children born between 2 July 2005 and 31 August 2005 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) reside in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.

6.
Children born between 2 July 2005 and 31 August 2005.

7.
Children born between 2 July 2005 and 1 July 2006 from the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown who are considered by an Education and Library Board as having significant special educational needs which indicate that the child would benefit from nursery education.  (Documentary evidence must be submitted to Board of Governors.)

8.
Children born between 1 September 2005 and 1 July 2006 who reside in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.

9.
Children born between 1 September 2005 and 1 July 2006.

10.
Other children of pre-school age from the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown.

11.
Other children of pre-school age.

Sub-Criteria

In the event of more pupils satisfying the last criterion which can be applied in the order of priority set down above, then selection for the remaining places will be on the basis of the following sub-criteria:

a.
Children with brothers/sisters/half brothers/half sisters presently enrolled in Steelstown Primary School.

b.
Children whose parent/guardian is currently a permanent employee in the school.

c.
Children currently on the “at risk” register maintained by the Foyle Trust.

d.
Children in order of chronological age, oldest first.

In the event of 2 or more applicants having the same birthday, selection for places remaining in this category will be on the basis of the initial letter of the surname, in the order set out below:
R  G  X  O  Z  D  Q  Y  S  H  B  A  N  K  J  Mc  E  M  L  F Mac  P  W  V  U  T  C  I

The order was determined by a randomised selection of the letters of the alphabet.

In the event of surnames beginning with the same letter, the subsequent letters of the surnames will be used in alphabetical order.  In the event of 2 identical surnames the alphabetical order of the initials of the forenames will be used.

It is important that parent(s)/guardian(s), when submitting the application form, give all the relevant supporting information and written evidence that may be needed, including the child’s birth certificate.

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any application form.  If your child is successful in gaining entry to Steelstown Nursery Unit, then you will be asked to provide any 2 of the following 4 documents:
· A bank or building society statement which shows the address at which the child is resident;

· A utility bill (for instance electricity, gas, television licence, landline telephone) which shows the address at which the child is resident;

· A letter awarding Child Benefit to the child or another letter relating to this benefit;

· The child’s medical card.

Please note that original documents will be required and not facsimiles or photocopies.  

The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide information within the deadlines set by pre-schools can result in the withdrawal of a place and the inability to offer a place on the part of any school nominated on the applicant’s application form.
Parents should note that pupils in their penultimate pre-school year will no longer be able to retain existing entitlement (i.e. a second year’s pre-school education) and must now reapply for a further year’s pre-school education.

All criteria will apply as at closing date on the application form.

The Admissions Criteria will be applied by a Nursery Admissions Sub-Committee, subject to the final approval of the Board of Governors.

The same criteria will be used for applications after 1 September 2009.
