
Teaching Staff (September 2008)

                  Principal

          Mrs Helen Ingram

                  Nursery teacher                Miss Emma Hughes

        Year 1 teacher
          Miss Roisin Falconer 


        Year 2 teacher                  Miss Marie Murphy

        Year 3 teacher

Mrs Anne McGirr

        Year 4 teacher

Miss Claire Mc Cullagh


        Year 5 teacher
          Miss Nuala Burns
                  Year 6 teacher                  Mrs Noelle Toner

                  Year 7 teacher                 Miss Eimear Doherty

Mrs Benedicta Mc Guigan provides additional support for children who have special educational needs.

Support Staff

                  School Chaplain

Fr. K Mc Elhennon


        Secretary


Mrs C. McLaren


        Classroom Ass.

Mrs C. Sutherland







Miss S. Mc Sorley







Mrs M. Graham







Mrs Jacquelune Clarke







Miss C. O’Neill

                                                            Miss Nicole Sharkey


         Nursery Assistant

Mrs N. Casey



Caretaker


Mr J. Mooney



Lunchtime Supervisors     Mrs C. McLaren

                                   

          Mrs Jean Donnelly

In addition, the school enlists the services of other teachers to support the learning environment.

Music tuition is provided by Mr. Ray Moore who provides tuition in Tin Whistle.

Miss B. Fitzpatrick (W.E.L.B. Peripatetic Music Service) provides tuition in the violin.

Outreach Support is provided by Mrs D Maguire

Mrs Janice Porter (NSPCC) provides a listening ear for pupils when needed.

The Parent’s Support Group

The school prides itself on having good relationships with all parents and invites all parents to become fully involved in the life of the school.

The Parent’s Support Group was set up to support the work of the school and offers invaluable help in organising fund raising events to provide extra resources for the pupils in the school.

General Information about the school

Christ The King is a Catholic Maintained School, situated on extensive grounds along the main Gortin Road. It is beside Christ The King chapel and is easily accessible from both the Strathroy and Gortin Roads.

The school consists of the primary sector and a fully contained nursery unit.

The Nursery Unit is a fabulous unit which boasts a huge classroom/play area, a quiet room, toilets and a staff room/kitchen as well as extensive storage. Outside the nursery is a secure, well equipped area for outdoor play.

In the Primary School, there are seven classrooms, each fully equipped with an Interactive White board, a large Assembly Hall, Special Needs room, Medical room and a recently refurbished Library which is absolutely gorgeous. All of the classrooms lead onto resource areas which are utilized for group work, games etc.

The younger pupils have a large secure outdoor play area which is enclosed by the school itself. There is also a  large tarmac area for older pupils, as well as extensive grassy areas for outdoor play and games. There are a wide variety of resources available for all pupils to play with at all break times.

The school has recently been completely repainted with the Infant Playroom having undergone a complete transformation into a beautiful well-equipped room where our infant pupils have access to the most up to date play resources on the market.

The school also boasts a brand new outdoor classroom which facilitates learning around the area of The World around Us ,an essential component of the Revised Curriculum.

Our recently refurbished infant play area.
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Pastoral Care

At Christ The King pastoral care permeates all aspects of school life. It reflects the values attitudes and beliefs of our Catholic faith and involves all members of our school community-staff, pupils, parents and the school chaplain.

We strive to create an atmosphere in which children feel secure, know they are valued as individuals and reach their full and true potential, spiritually, morally, physically and intellectually.

The atmosphere in the school is based upon respect and tolerance where good relationships between staff, parents and pupils are the very essence of the school.

All staff are committed to creating an environment of care and trust where children are happy, confident and considerate of the needs of others.

We recognise and value the role that parents play in the education of their children and every effort will be made to make parents feel welcome and to empower parents to help their children as best they can.
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Positive Behaviour Management  

Good order and discipline is established and maintained in Christ the King through the implementation of our Positive Behaviour Management Policy. In Christ the King Positive Behaviour is rewarded and praised at all times. We pride ourselves on the beautiful behaviour of the children who attend this school 

The foundation of this policy is built upon the establishment of good relationships between pupils and teachers which can only be achieved by positive, stimulating teaching and learning being experienced by all children across the school.

Through our Positive Behaviour Policy we concentrate on recognising rewarding and praising all instances of success evident throughout all areas of school life. This will be achieved by issuing individual and class rewards, school assemblies, newsletters etc.
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Child Protection

Child Protection is everyone’s concern at Christ the King. We have a very active Child Protection Policy in place which ensures that all our children are protected and are safe at all times. 

All parents who enrol their children at Christ the King receive a Parent Information Booklet which outlines Positive Behaviour Management, Child Protection and Anti-bullying Policies in more detail at our induction meetings for new parents later on in the year. 

The Curriculum

The curriculum refers to all those learning experiences which the school provides for your children, and to present them all with experiences suitable to their current stage of development and grow intellectually, socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually. When planning our curriculum we take into account the uniqueness of each child and his/her individual needs.

Our aim is to offer each child a broadly based and appropriately balanced curriculum in keeping with the Educational Reform Order (NI) 1989 and the revised Programmes of Study (1996). At the present time Education in Northern Ireland is undergoing significant change and a Revised Curriculum is being rolled out over the next 4 years.

At present for years two ,three, four, six and seven the curriculum involves six areas of study.

· Religious Education

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Science and Technology

· The Environment and Society

· Creative and Expressive Studies

There are opportunities also, for the pupils to participate in activities which promote the four educational themes

· Health Education

· Education for Mutual Understanding

· Information Technology

· Cultural Heritage

Religious Education

Religion is an important element of the School life. The teaching of Religious Education in Christ The King is based on the Alive ‘O’ Programme which now extends to Year 7.

What is distinctive about the Catholic Education is that the faith in Jesus Christ is the centre point of all the child’s personal and intellectual development. There is no separation between faith and life. Religious Education is not confined to the timetabled programme within the school but pervades the whole life of our school.

In the school, Religious Education of the pupils is accomplished in two equally important and complimentary ways :-

1.  Through the totality of experiences within the School.

2.  Through the Religious Education Programme.

Preparation for the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion takes place in P7 and P4 respectively.

Literacy  

Literacy has three main strands as defined in the Programmes of Study for Northern Ireland: Reading, Writing and Talking and Listening.

The school places Literacy development at the very centre of all it aspires to achieve. We endeavour to ensure that all pupils reach a high standard, become ’literate’ and develop all the skills necessary to become full and active members of the community.

The school fosters a love of reading from the moment the children arrive in the Nursery and children are always welcome to borrow books from our extensive range. All class libraries are well stocked and the school has recently refurbished the library which all classes visit on a weekly basis.

[image: image6.wmf]The school runs a Paired Reading programme for the Year 4 children every year which is very successful and enjoyable for all, as well as a variety of enjoyable Literacy related events such as Book Week, Book Fairs etc.

Our new school library
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Numeracy

[image: image8.wmf]Numeracy is a key component of the National Curriculum and the school strives to ensure through its policies and practices that all pupils attain high levels in Numeracy and become ‘Numerate'. Children are provided with a wide variety of activities both written and practical to further develop their skills in Numeracy.                                                       

The school places a great emphasis on mental maths and actively encourages children to articulate their thoughts about numeracy.

The school actively encourages the learning of tables and number facts.

This year will see the continuation of our P.I.N (Parental Involvement in Numeracy) programme and our after school Maths Club.                                   

Science and Technology 

[image: image9.wmf]The school has an extensive Science and Technology policy and scheme which promotes the gaining of knowledge and perhaps more essentially the development of skills which are necessary for scientific advancement. The children enjoy a wide variety of Technology activities and recently won the Technology competition held here at the library. Fingers crossed the children will prove successful this year again.

Science and Technology 

The school has an extensive Science and Technology policy and scheme which promotes the gaining of knowledge and perhaps more essentially the development of skills which are necessary for scientific advancement. The children enjoy a wide variety of Technology activities and recently won the Technology competition held here at the library. Fingers crossed the children will prove successful this year again.
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Environment and Society 

Environment and Society is essentially a blanket term for Geography and History.

In Key Stage One there is a cross curricular approach to Environment and Society with  teaching and learning focusing more so on themes such as People Who Help Us, Our Town, The Weather etc

Whereas in Key Stage Two the two subjects become more ‘pure’.
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In History the children study a wide variety of topics from The Egyptians to the Victorians.
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In Geography the children study a greater variety of topics such as comparing life in a village in Ireland to that of a village in India and how to find places on a map using latitude and longitude, naming all the counties and rivers of Ireland etc.

The children go on a lot of trips to supplement their learning in this area i.e. to the Folk Park , Blessingburn House and do a lot of project work which enables them to combine their learning in lots of ways i.e research using the computer ,literacy skills writing up information etc 

Creative and Expressive Studies

This area of the curriculum covers Music, Art and P.E

Music
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[image: image13.wmf]Music plays and essential part in the life of our school. As a curricular subject it features strongly in all the classes with a well-defined programme to enable each child to experience the joy and satisfaction that making and responding to music can bring.

Music is particularly used to enhance the spiritual life of our school through class liturgies and especially our school masses. Over the last year, the school choir has actively participated in the West Tyrone Feis, the Christmas Show as well as performing for the elderly and taking part in the Christmas Carol service. Mrs Toner has many years experience in teaching Choral Music and works very hard with the choir to produce the high standard we have today.

Tin whistle tuition is now available in the school from year four through to year seven and is taught by one of our teachers Miss Mc Cullagh. The traditional group in the school consists of pupils from year five to seven and Mr Ray Moore a very talented traditional musician comes into the school to teach this. Violin tuition is also available in the school.

Art and Design

In Christ the King, we provide lots of opportunities for the children to produce ‘Works of Art'. Art and Design is highly valued in the school and provides pupils with real opportunities to express their thoughts and feelings through a variety of media. The pupils work is proudly displayed throughout the school.

Physical Education

As part of the complete development of the children in Christ The King, we aim to provide each child with a range of physical activities which will not only develop skills and teamwork but make children aware of the benefits in terms of healthy life styles and physical well being. Each class  is allocated PE time during the week. Swimming tuition is also available during the first term for year 6 pupils.

Opportunities are provided either during or after school for our pupils to take part in

· Netball

· Soccer

· Tag-Rugby

· Hip Hop Dance

· Athletics

· Gaelic football

· Hurling and Camogie

· Basketball
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Extra Curricular activities

The school boasts an extensive programme of after school activities including many of the above. This year we will extend our after school programme to include an ICT Club as well as a Maths Club.

Cross Curricular Themes
The Cross-curricular themes ,Health Education, Education for Mutual Understanding  and I.C.T are fully integrated through the teaching and learning of the  Northern Ireland Curriculum.

ICT (Information Communication Technology)

The school takes great pride in the fact that all of its pupils fully utilise the new I.C.T suite in the school with pupils being given opportunities, the skills and the knowledge necessary to move forward in today’s rapidly changing technological society. So much so that the school is currently investing in Interactive Whiteboards for all classes in the school. Christ the King Primary School is the first primary school in the area to provide this wonderful resource for all its pupils. 

Health Education
The school operates a Healthy Eating Policy. There is a fruit tuck-shop available within the school, where the children can purchase a piece of fruit at break-time. As you are aware there has been a lot of research done recently into the benefits of drinking water throughout the day .To this end we encourage our pupils to drink more water every day. Pupils are allowed to bring a bottle of water to school each day to drink
The school has recently been awarded the Smart Snack Award and has just been awarded the GOLD Award for Health Promoting Schools.
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The Revised Curriculum

At present the Revised Curriculum is being introduced in year one and year five. It is expected to be fully operational by 2010. It will roll out as follows and will become statutory for each year group as below.

2007 :Year One and Five

2008 :Year Two and Six

2009: Year Three and Seven

2010: Year Four

The Revised Curriculum is very child centred and approaches teaching the curriculum in a different way.

The areas of study are defined as:

 Language and Literacy (including Talking and Listening , Reading and Writing);

Mathematics and Numeracy (focusing on the development of mathematical concepts and numeracy across the curriculum);

The Arts (including Art and Design, Drama and Music);

The World Around Us(focusing on the development of knowledge , skills and understanding in Geography, History and Science and Technology);

Personal Development and Mutual Understanding(focusing on emotional development, social skills, learning to learn , health, relationships and sexuality education and mutual understanding in the local and global community);

Physical Education(focusing on the development of knowledge, skills and understanding through play and a range of physical activities)

As each year group is rolled out parents will be kept fully informed through parent information evenings where the Principal and teachers will discuss in depth matters pertaining to each year group.

At present years one, two ,six and seven are being taught the Revised Curriculum. Teachers from Years Three Four and Seven are currently being trained in the  Revised Curriculum.
Assessment

Children are continuously assessed using a variety of formal and informal testing. The results of these tests are available to parents at any time.

Records of attainment and progression are kept on each child. These are passed onto each successive teacher and are used to inform teacher’s planning for the future needs of each child.

At the end of each key stage the children take part in statutory assessments of Maths and English . 

At the end of Year Seven pupils will transfer to post primary schools following the procedures as laid down by W.E.L.B. Parents will be very much involved in the whole transfer process and will afforded every opportunity to meet the class teacher and Principal for advice and support.  

Special Educational Needs

Care is taken at all times to match the curricular provision for all pupils to their particular stage of development and to take account of any difficulties or special talents which may emerge, the new Code of Practice for pupils with Special Educational Needs is being fully implemented throughout the school.

If a pupil is identified by their class teacher as having a particular need advice will be sought from the SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator), parents will be informed and an individual education plan will be drawn up to ensure that the needs of the child are fully met.  When necessary the SENCO will seek advice and support from the W.E.L.B who will then provide additional help and resources to fully meet the needs of the child. At all times parents will be kept fully informed and given support and advice on how to best help their children at home.

Homework                                                                            

This school believes in the value of homework as it gives the child an opportunity to consolidate, reinforce and practice learning experiences from school. It also gives parents an opportunity to involve themselves in the educational development of their own children and encourages better home/school links.

Children’s homework will cover the full range of subjects as laid down in the National Curriculum but will vary according to the needs and abilities of the children. The homework will include written ,mental and oral work-children will be asked to read, learn tables and spellings, complete set exercises in Maths and English as well as practising musical instruments and undertaking some type of research for project work in Year 7.

The period of time a child should spend at homework will vary from child to child but guidelines are set out in the school’s homework policy which is available from the school.

Meetings will be held throughout the year to guide and support parents in how best to help their children at home. If at any time your child is having difficulty with their homework please inform the class teacher as soon as possible so that the matter may be addressed.

Our Homework Policy is also included in our Parent Information Booklet.

Home/School Links

The school welcomes parents and strives to ensure that good relationships exist between parents and the school and parents are welcomed into the school at all times. Parents are kept fully informed of everything going on in the school through newsletters and parent information leaflets. 
The School Day

Year 1-3

Class begins at 9.15 am and ends at 2.15 pm

Year 4-7

Class begins at 9.15 am and ends at 3.15 pm

Break


All pupils have a break from 10.45-11.00 am, when 




milk is available from school. 

Dinner



Year 1-4 

12.00-12.45 pm

Year 5-7 

12.45-1.30 pm

The school canteen offers high quality meals through our cafeteria system or pupils may bring a packed lunch.

After school activities begin at 3.15 pm and end at 4.15 pm.

At the beginning of the school year parents are asked to fill in a form detailing travel arrangements home from school. Children in Years One, Two and Three must be collected by an adult.

It is essential that all children arrive in good time for school ,properly attired in the their full school uniform. All pupils must attend school for the full 185 days as is required by law. If a child should miss school through illness, bereavement or for any other reason the school must be informed either by telephone or in written form i.e. a note explaining the circumstances. The Educational Welfare Officer visits each school every month and monitors attendance.

The School Uniform

The school uniform consists of 

Boys                                      Girls

A yellow t-shirt                       A yellow t-shirt
A royal blue sweatshirt                      A royal blue sweatshirt

Grey Trousers                                    Grey Trousers/Grey Skirt

                                                           Yellow and White Summer Dress
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A reversible coat and embroidered hat are also available to match the uniform.

Uniform items have the school crest embroidered on them and are available to purchase from SELECT Schoolwear here in Omagh .

The school is very proud of its uniform and insists that all children wear it every day.

Footwear

Children may wear flat shoes or trainers to school as you so wish.

Extras

Breakfast Club:

The school currently offers a supervised breakfast club from 8.30a.m to 9.00a.m.
After-school nursery care:

There is currently a provision for children in the Nursery to stay over at our after-school club from 1.30p.m until 3.15 p.m.

Homework Club:
The school currently offers a homework club facility from 2.15 p.m until 3.15 p.m every day for children from Key Stage One.

Further details about all of the above are available from the school.
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